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| EDITORIAL; 


: The object of A From The Numbers is to shed light on San Diego's new . 

fave scene, by peinst =e to attention events, people and places that we feel . 

wen't received gdesunte coverage, and to try to create excitement in them. 

re are obstacles, of course, like the SDPD, Accusound, 21 age limit clubs 

id other social fungus. They don't understand because they DON'T WANT TO- 

fuck 'em, on we go without them. It doesn't matter if you wear leather and 

=? Amyl, or have long hair and smoke pot,as long as you are being yourself. 
Everyone can do their bit. Support the clubs, or start your own: Ruy local 

ngles, or record your own: Read the magazines, or write your own. If you are 

ving to the gigs, never take an empty car-get your friends and go together. 

When you go to L.A. for a show take a carload, buy some beer, hit the thrift 

ps and record stores on the way, and make a day of it. Get together and 

lake it happen! 

_ Many thanks to the sponsors,these are San Diego's good peo pie and they 

deserve your business. Finally, our interest in you. We hope the Lee i 

fresh, informative and never boring. To keep it that way we sane new ideas, 

ie can help just give us a call. 


qate news 5 Skelelou clulbstreow Thutsda 4ST. Benefit a) Festus r 
2d toce| Baudsto Clubepen - ea or FUCKOFF, J J pe 
AMPS Shew pushed Back « few days =Definitely sri\\ Pes call Shack 
fer Details. -Caspoal it To Public Image inL.a- iF you nee d ride er have 
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ALLEYCATS-GOGOS-MATURE ADULTS : SKELETON CLUB SAT MARCH 29th 1980 


When it comes to local bands | am glad to say that | am not biased in any way.This is 
because all are relatively new to me,and none have blown me away.But certainly one of the 
most colourful and maybe 'a bit to serious’ around are the Mature Adults.They have always 
had a solid bass + rhythm section with Tim on drums,Jeff on bass and Suzi on synth + 
keyboards,but their overall sound left alot to be desired.Now that they had replaced their 
Van Halenish lead guitarist with a much better looking and better sounding keyboardist- 
namely Sue Ferguson,it promised to be an interesting show if nothing else. 

The band only played a short set but most of the songs sounded familiar~''Sonia Marie! etc, 
the main reason being that the band only had 2 weeks practice with the new line-up.It soon 
became apparent that Mark,the lead vocalist,(also sax + keyboards) would make a very good 
actor,but it certainly was not his night for singing,! could'nt understand a word he said. 
True,the P.a was badly mixed,and the stage monitors were all fucked up,but | think that a 
good vocalist wil] always pul] through,no matter what the conditions.! also felt that the 
bands solid,driving bass sound was greatly enhanced by Sue's tight keyboard leads,and that 
the whole groupseemed to be enjoying themselves,which made for a much 'Lighter' and less 
'Comatose' sound.! am looking forward to seeing them again soon,preferably when the P.a 

is better mixed,and when the band have worked out some new songs. 


As the dirty raincoat and flasher brigades gathered near the stage,the All-girl Gogos were 
known only by reputation to most of the crowd.! caught them in L.a 3 months ago,so | knew, 
for once that all the 'big talk' about a band coming down to play San Diego was justified. 


It took the Gogos all of three minutes to win the crowd over,about the same time it took 
me to come all down my pants,and after that every song got hotter-as did my blood.They sang 
about things only girls could sing with any true conviction and meaning-'"'Skid marks on my 
heart'' and ''London boys'' to name a couple,and by the time they ripped into the Wanda Jackson 
cover ''Lets have a party'', everbody already was. 

The great thing about this band is not only are they all talented singers, (especial ly 
Belinda-the lead vocalist),but they are also excellent musicians who 'Rocked out' on every 
opportunity.Who would dare knock their looks or dress sense ? not me.These girls don't 

have to cover themselves in mud to demand attention, (the Slits),nor do they have to dress 
up like tarts,(the Runaways),all they have to do is play. 

What this ultimatly means is that they appeal to a much wider audience,and looking to the 

_ future,watch these girls take England by ''Charm'', 'cause this month they left for a 30-date 
tour supporting Madness,together with a few dates of their own.Stiff,Two-Tone and Areola 
have all shown interest in signing them,but whatever labe!l,get the new E.p and support 

West Coast's finest,because its very rare to find a band you can be proud of, 


The Alleycats,taken for granted by so many,played a great set of tight,singalong pogo 
numbers that were finely spiced by Randy Stodola's mincing guitar breaks.My favorite songs 
were ''Nothing means nothing anymore'',from their Dangerhouse single,''Too much junk'',one of 
the many outstanding songs from "Yes L.A'' (also Dangerhouse !abel),the old headbasher 
"Jailhouse rock'' and ''Black haired girl'',which is now available on a new compilation L.p 
called ''Sharp cuts''.My only disapointment was the lack of new material.|I've seen them three 
times over the last seven months and on each occasion their set has been almost unchanged. 

| hope that they can afford to stop gigging for a few months and work on some new numbers. 
Contrary to what you may have read in the Reader,! don't believe that the Alleycats are 
"struggling'' to join the likes of the Beat,20/20,the Romantics,the fucking Knack and al] 
the rest of those poncy 'so called New Wave' L.a bands who have been signed &nd promoted by 
major record companies.! am sure that they have had offers,and | am also sure from the 
impression's | got after speaking to the band,that they are not 'yesmen',(sorry-just a figure 
of speech Dianne).! would hate to see them softened in any way,shape pr form,and end up on 
the shit pile along withthe affore-mentioned groups.|! would however,very much like to see 
them put out an independant or small label album very soon-not only to satisfy my appetite, 
but to let them proove to record company executives that it ain't how good a band gives 
blow jobs that ensures their success,its how original,creative and good their music is. 


Pete Verbrugge. 
(only Lou can call me Malcolm) 
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: Mark Hoffman...ssu0. 
«> NEXT MONTH; it may be you. 


SUZY QUATRO AS LEATHER 


Well,,hore we go agine 4~ new mag » with good if not new fntentions". I,m writing the 
first NON=- EDITORIAL for the "tension" end of it, and it,s not even my. mage I'ts called 
"AWAY FROM THE NUMBERS". Good name eh.wot?To some it's just a song title from the JAM, 

er accordin;, to people. in the know (c'mon who the fuck are ya %) The Allycat's or as one 
very stupid number in this town, ESMO-ZERO, The germs. "HEY DUMBFUCK, INSTEAD OF HIDINC 
IN BACK OF THE HALLWITH YOUR PAD: PLN, BUSY THINKING UP. INEPT CLICHE AND AS SOMEONE WHO 
I NOW IS IN THE KNOW SAYS "YOU MUST BE SUCKING DICK CAUS: NO ONE CAN JERK OFF AT THE MOUTH 
AS MUCH AS YOU DO" ABOUT THINGS YOU FEAR AND CAN'T UNDERSTAND, PLEASE, THIS IS AN OPEN 
INVITL TO JOIN ULI TH: "PIT" (WE DARE YA). I promise you, you will not write another 
dead wrong, nowhere of center, borin,; fucking review againe YOU MAY NEVER ‘WRITE ACATN, 

Lut wait a minute, I'm being "Ou so cliche". I mean I ‘1ust have the 27th leather jacket 
im a line of 47- Yea I iust drink as much beer and Thunderbird wine and eat pills, pogo 
say fuck as many tiues as J. Vommmmit, Lou Skum, Chuko Tony, or any other FO.NOe, or 
Human Waste or Injection in towm. Q: ARE WE ALL CLONES *As FUCK MWe chose to be inv: 
olved in this so called "Aiternitive" so how come we want to make it so accessible like 

@ hamburger house quiz .aiic 7 COWABONGA. A new band plays old surf music and is GOD. A 
PUNK band plays PUNK music and they are the "epitome of every DIMWITTED heavy metal 

band mg@squerading as punks. HEY SHIT stop -asqucrading as a buman and cop to being 

a schmick that you arce If we wanted your sanctioning this breath of fresh air would never 
had started in the first placee I wont dwell on this subject any more cause "WE DONT CARL" 
We are gonna keep on doing it, and if "YOU" are going to play the game you better wear 
steel toes. LEWARE of habitual troublemakers with armbands and weird namesbttl 

Another thing that I i;,ht as well bitch about and that is some promoters in this tom 
are going to get their fingers burned cause you can't burn a candle at both endse These © 
people either want money, praise, head, or whatever for their efforts, but don't want to ~ 
do much else for you lifeless bodies( except dig the hole a bit deeper). When out of 
towmers come to this peaceful backward nook in the desert to raise hell and break class 
why do "fishy" promoters asi: certain regulars to help in putting an end to this insanity, © 
or keep. the parkin; lot clear or hany a flyer or to complain about a stolen microphones ~ 
But if someone is on a guest list or looses a ticket stub or if q mic "IS" stolen , you 
from, bitch, accuse the same people you "need* to help youe bad politics. shats how onc 
promoter lost our co-operatione STOP PUiuiis LY ALL OB US. :HAVW 'YWRRY ARIN® ALONE. 

STOP BeiNG A 2 wACeD ASSHOLE CAuUSi: IF We Wan''uD TO We COULD RHALLY FUCK socwccce oc coece 

If you object to a few freebces we will vaye .F WE PAY WE Plaf like a “regular customer. 
THIS IS NOT AN ULTL'ATUM, but as one other boring reporter in this hole, Ulayton “so I hav 
a mstache /don't rape my wife with your cyc's/ the oritic no one asked for" Colgin says I 
say " ANALIZE YOUR SITUATION" ( or get the fuck out). Oh yea, hey dipshit Dam as lou Skum 
sezt_"I'M A PRIEND OF F.0.N.0. BUT .0.NOe IS FRIEMDS OF NO ONE. AMD YUUR MAU LS Ratow ON 
LIMP UNCIRCU’SIZED VICK FOR OBVIUUS RwabONS. Ion, live SHIT MAGAZINE. (get out of Peyton 
Place Lou;e Give the NUIHOINZ sex, druzs and woney cause they throw the Rat parties. 
The.ultimate bubble----- fue: dis 
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THRIFT STQ5/ 


by Jolie NEVER MIND THE rod 


Or the ''contempt-o's'' or any of the other trendy stores, 

Which brings me to the reason for this article. 

Who needs (or wants) the fashion of Vague, Harlot's Bizarre, Gloomour, or Weary Women's 
Daily? CREATE YOUR OWN! 

It doesn't matter what you are, as long as you are. Redirect "reality," (i.e. by being 
unique show the world you have your own reality and they can have theirs'.) Or don't save 
the world. Fuck 'em and their high priced clothes for clones. Abandon the fashion dictators, 


create a fashion revolution for yourself. (Why do you think Malcolm et al called their shop 
Sedition, huh? Aw, look it up.) 


So much for the manifesto. . 

One very available source for ammunition are the Thrift stores. Go thrifting. 
is a vritual treasure trove of goodies. 

But, watch out, L.A. knows. Having outrun the owners of Poseur for a 60's mini-skirt 
ensemble, | know they know. 
The Thrift stores in the area (see listing) vary according to stock and prices. | have 
found my favorite things at Value Village (12th Ave.), El Cajon Blvd. Goodwill, and the 
D.A.V. in Oceanside (Hill St.) 

Those who like to wear attire that is made for the female have a definite advantage. 
Lots of great shoes, purses, hats... You just have to look. 

For some reason (social/fashion conditioning?) the male attire is never 
as good as the women's. 

Right now, the 50's stuff and before is scoped up by the 
Nantique'' clothing stores. But mod 60's stuff is still 
available, although it is getting difficult to find really 
groovy shit. 

Basically the thrift shop shuffle (or stumble if you hang 
Out with me) is to select a few stores (since they are 
usually in the same parts of town), graba fist full of 
Nickels ($5-$10 to even bother going)... Then go 

down the aisles one by one. Don't bother thumbing through 
the racks, use your eyes. If a color or pattern strikes 
ou, (duck), check out the cut. Then figure from there... 
Actually either you kats out there get it or don't, and 


'm not gonna tell you. But | will tell you where the 
rores are... 


San Diego 


VETS - 705 13th San Diego 
.A.V. - 1488 Market San Diego 
dwill - 12th Ave San Diego (Good location up the street from 


Value Village, and the Salvation Army. You can never tell what you 


will find in this one, prices are a bit high, but sometimes it's 
worth an extra buck... ) 


lvation Army - 901 12th St. (Lots of merchandise, also this place 
reduces the marked price every few days, so if you dare to wait...) 


lue Village - 12th Ave. San Diego (wonderful place, | buy a lot of 
shoes and dresses there, good prices) 


lunteers of America - 401 G Street, San Diego 
. CAJON: Amvets (141 W. Main), God's House (Main Street; Oh god, this 


ace is strange, the stuff isn't too hot, but that mannequin has to be 
en...), Purple Heart Veterans Thrift Store (2830 Main St), S. Army. 


EFANSIDE: D.A.V. (Hill St.), Goodwill (Hil! St) On the way to L.A.... 
st but not yeast: PACIFIC BEACH's very own Sal Army 1735 Garnet Ave. 
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The wJam in L.a 


"A brave but useless show of compassion, 


that is forbidden in this drab and colourless world!'! 
PAUL WELLER,THE JAM 


While the Pistols live in memory,the Clash play cowboys and the 
Avengers play dead,the Jam are the only band left from the 'first 
wave' that still have something to say.The natural progression 
alot of bands found hard to achieve,the Jam have followed, through 
the release of four excellent albums.Don't tell me their ‘too 
English','cause that's like saying a black man is too black.To 
quote Weller again;''sure we have accents,but the feelings are universal". 

And so the Jam hit L.A. Maybe the 7-strong San Diego contingent knew something the others didn't, 
but definately we had a really good time: 

We arrived a couple of hours early and staggered out of the car.Maybe fate,but more likely luck, 
the Jam arrived at the same time,so we walked over and got talking with the bands road manager 
Ken Wheeler.Due to the fact 3 of us were from his home town of London,he really poured out their 
troubles.Stories of so Horrifically boring crowds in New York,Mid East etc,that out of common 
decency | would never repeat.He also told us that the group was very high in spirit's following 
the previous nights gig in San Francisco, (probably Heineken 'cause Weller told us he thought 
American beer was piss),and that we could meet the band after the show. 

We made our final beer run and got back in time to catch the Beat.First mistake and only mistake 
of the day. A Californian band will never be mod,so why try? 

After a long break the Jam came on and opened with the new single,''Going Underground" ,which is 
the number one song in England right now.Over to the right of stage | saw SNAtES surfers 
inflicting low blows to mad pogoers so | ran away,(I didn't really,! went stage left) .''Dreams of 
Children'' ,the B-side was next and the crowd started warming up.''Saturday's Kids" originally a 
Weller poem broke the ice and the Jam new they were on to a winner. 

To say ''ALL MOD CONS'' was the best album of 1978 would be true,but | feel that it would be more 
truthful to say it was the best album of the decade.Anyway,they performed everything off it 
apart from "'Fly'' and "In the Crowd!'',which Rick Buckler told us were "mainly studio numbers''. The 
Jam really appreciated the response of the L.A crowd,so we got treated to two oldies,''The Modern 
World'' and "Away from the Numbers''.For me,the highlights of the show came in the shape of all the 
SETTING SONS material. ''Thick as Thieves'' and ''Private Hell'' just about finished me of f,so encore 
time came as a big relief. 

"David Watts'' started us off after the break and fans started to encroach the stage.During the 
second number ''Heatwave'' not only did | die,but a girl ran up on stage and started dancing.Since 
| had already died,I didn't really mind,but a bouncer did and flung her off.Paul Weller threw 

his guitar down,grabbed the wanker by the throat and told him to ''LEAVE "'EM ALONE''.Flood gates 
opened,The Jam try and do a third number,but by this time everybody that was on the dance floor 
was now on the stage,so it proved quite hard. 

Weller,Foxton and Buckler loved every minute of it,and so did |.To the 500 or so fans down the 
front,it meant the end of a year long wait, to most of L.A it meant nothing and to San Diego it 


hever existed, Pete Verbrugge. 

ADDITIONAL RECORD INFO FOR JAM MANIACS: Polydor soon to release 
'Heatwave'' single domestic even though band don't want to.''It's 
Heatwave or nothing'' polydor told'em.White vinyl! promo "Eton Riflese: 
also released soon.12-inch Setting Sons sampler,promo only,3 songs,§ 
out soon.First 100,000 copys of ''Going Underground" single have 
FREE live 3-track E.P which is fucking excellent,try Meannies or 
Zed. 


EXCLUSIVE : THE PAUL WELLER INTERVIEW 


PETE:"You introduced Thick as Thieves as a song 
about corruption,what did you mean exactly? 

PAUL :''lt would take me half an hour to explain 
Fully,but basically it's about the corruption gm 

of youth!! 

PETE : "Where can | buy Jam underwear? (CONTD ay 
20 


Available at all 
local stores. 
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ECORD REVIEWS ; Singles page. 


) SP 


Whatever happened to the raw sounding punk/mod band I saw 
in London 9 months ago ? Gone is the rawness,in comes the 
producer,who I'm sure has'nt got a father.The one thing 
that made this band special has been replaced by over-dubs 
and over production.My ears were still ringing 2 weeks 
after their show,but now they make me run away and hide. 
"Maybe Tomorrow"is a made-for-tv sort of song thats filled 
with plenty of ‘windmills'and drum fills,but very litle 
else considering it's the A-side."Hey Girl" is a cover, 
which the Small Faces did a lot better."I don't wanna know" 
is the only decent track on the E.p,and even though still 
way over produced to get that so called 'Mod sound',I think it shows what the 
band is capable of.A new L.p has been released in England,but it still has'nt 
found it's way to San Diego,if it sounds like this,I hope it never does. Pete. 


THE CHORDS “MAYBE TOMORROW" B/W "I DON'T WANNA KNOW" 
POLYDOR( POSP101) "HEY GIRL" 


STANDBYS E.P WORLD RECORDS WEP1001 


The few,the proud,the brave.Those of us that bought the 
Standbys cassette last year.Now everybody can hear the fury, 
because this single can be found in the front of the local 
singles racks."Standby",the standard,is first.A tight, heavy 
track for the new listener,mercifully condensed for those 
weary of it."Was'nt He Happy"is next.This track means 
something to somebody,but I can't figure it.Two killers on 
the other side,"Withdraw"and "America is Waiting".The theme 
is war,the sound is rock and roll.Tom's vocals are clear, 
and the band is solid throughout.The studio helped re-direct some of the bands 
wreckless energy,and the result is one intense slab of vinyl. Get it. puss. 


LINTON-KWESI JOHNSON "DE RLACK PETTY BOOSHWAH" B/W 
rn 
ISLAND (W1P6554) "STRAIGHT TO MADRAY'S HBAD" 


Many Reggae fans knock L.K.J for being too noneJamaican in 
terms of production,lyrics,style and roots.I don't mean 
your average Bob Marley fan,but people who listen to 
reggae 7 days a week. 0.k,so he doesn't wail about 
"Babylon falling"or "Jah love" very often,so what.Instead, 
through clever and sometimes humorous lyrics he lets us 
know and realistically understand what those words really 
mean.This guy lives in the real world,(you can't get much 
more real than Brixton,London),not on some faraway tropic 
-al island where smoking grass is the national pastime. 
"Ne black petty Booshwah" is another of Linton's Black-in-a-white-man's-world 
type of poem,and is not as straight foward as the songs on His "Forces Of 
Victory" L.p. His Jamaican roots still shine through of course,in the shape of 

great backing music that will definitelyget you dancing,and his highly 
accented lyrics.The B-sidegStraight to Madray's Head" is a dub version of the 
A-side,and will shake your house if not your senses when played at a loud 
volume.At present the single is only available on import at $2.50,but it's 
gonna be released domesticaly in the next few months,(you know Island) ,along 
with his new Lep entitled "DUB". Pete. 


ALBUMS: 12 


THE CRAMPS : SONGS THE LORD TAUGHT US -_ILLEGAI SP007 


The absolute bottom line.Someone called these cats "Voodoo" 
rockabilly,and I shut up ever since.The five-song E.p that 
preceded this album was a demented gem that created lotsa 
excitement.Here the goods are delivered in the form of 13 
more-mutated-than-thou instant classics.You get "T.V.Set" 
instead of "Drug Train",and all sorts of incorrect song 
orders on the L.p,but it's all Cramps and thats all that 
matters."Garbageman" asks,Do you understand ? It's not very 
hard to understand the Cramps approach.They know how things 
are gonna be,the question is how long will it take for us 
to come around? Lux ripping it up on "Mad Daddy"should convince ya.The man sings 
like his throat was made of silly putty.The questionable case of RBryan Gregory's 
sanity is further muddled by the two watches he seems to need.Ivy's still looking 
cheap - but I'd pay. 

The words are often hilarious,the music always overwhelming.This album will 
define COOL for those who've had trouble on their own.Experience the ultimate 
meltdown in May at the Lions Club,North Park. 


Ruse. 
THE CROWD, SIMPLETONES RIK .L.RIK. BEACH PLVD, (PES102h) 


Rik.L.RIK is a disgrace to music.His band used to play on 
"Get Smart".He usta play with himself.still does.I did'nt 
wear out my copy of raw vower,!] threw it out.Jump that wagon | 
Rodney. 

The Simpletones are just as bad.Through naive lyrics and all 
That poor-little-rich-boy Whining,they certainly live up to 
their name. 

The Crowd are a bunch of flies buzzing around a piece of 
shit.Their tracks are the only ones which redeem Reach FPlvd 
from being a total waste of vinyl.Don't tuy Peach Pld,it’s filth.8 minutes of 
the Crowd doesn't make up for 20 minutes of guasi-nelodic vomitting.Find 
someone who owns this mess and tape the three best songs;"Living in Madrid", 
"Trix are for Kids" and the best track,"Modern Machine".This is all that you 
would ever need off the L.p. The Crowd are one of the few L.a area bands that 


: a ' ‘ 
are willing to visit our hole,so catch ‘em live -gang Of three. 


THE RUTS : THE CRACK VIRGIN INTERNATIONAL (V1 2132) 


The Ruts deserve success .I first saw them playing on the 
_ back of a truck,(anti-nazi league march),then again at the 
| Hope'N'Anchor,a small capacity London club.Needless to say 
_ they were really hot,combining singalong anthems with out 
and out headbangers.This album has'nt marked any change on 
| that style,but has let them experiment with their sound. | 
_There are far to many studio effects which have all been done | tel 
_ before; Underground train,police siren,etc.RBut if you try to 
ere them I'll think you agree that this is a good debut 
ePe oe 
"Babylons Burning",their follow up single to the classic "In a Rut" of 1978 
_kicks the album off with steel toe-caps.Two other singles on the album,"Someth 
-g that I said" and the excellent 7-minute version of "Jah War",which is the onl 
“reggae track on the record."S.U.S" brings to light the very unfair law in the. 
U.K whereby police can arrest blacks just: on SUSpicion of cr: ime,and was writta 
n by one of their black fans.Other good tracks are "Savage Circle","Society", 


"You're just A",and "It was cold".Most of the tracks are good,but none of the 
utstanding.If you like bands who care and sing about things going on around 
hem,then you'ld love the Ruts.Check them out. 


Pete. 


——————————— Cl 


MORE L.P’S 


STIFF LITTLE FINGERS : NOBODY'S HEROES (CHR 1270) 


I've respected Stiff Little Fingers since their blistering 
debut L.p Inflamable Material,(Rough Trade 1),but its no 
time to dwe n e past so I'll lay it on the line from 
the start; Nobody"s Heroes is the best record released 
domestically since the first Clash album.Hear it today and 
judge for yourself. 

S.L.F refuses to be stagnent,so don't expect a track-by- 
track sequel to their debut.They have changed,new producer 
Doug Bennett has got a more streamlined sound-compare L.p 
version of "Gotta Getaway" to the original single mix.Sound quality is 
superior,but that doesn't mean S.L.F have lost any of their power,rather,you 
can listen to "Tin Soldiers" at a voltage loud enough to cause a minor tremor 
without any distortion. 
The meat of Nobody's Heroes lies in the screaming of Jake Burns and the tight 
playing of Burns and the other three fingers,Ali McMordie on bass,Drummer Jim 
Reilly and Henry Cluney on guitar.The lyrics are political,interesting and 
Occaisionally profound,(whatever that is).Iuckily the domestic package comes 
-with a lyric sheet,so be sure to use it. 

Fesides the dub version of "Bloody Sunday",S.Il.F show their versatility with a 
killer punk/reggae version of "Doesn't make it Allright"by the Specials,or 

was it a Flue Beat rip-off ? (it is-ed).Unlike the 'new' Clash,S.L.F do not 
pretend to be rude boys;they do the cover in their own straight-ahead way. 
Although the L.p as a whole is a powerful collection,there are certain tracks 
that overshadow the rest.The single “At the Edge" entered the U.K charts at 
no.13,and although a smash track,theT€ are two others which distance both the 
Single as well as the rest of the L.p.These notables,the title track and "Tin 
Soldiers"deserve the ‘instant classic'status.You'll find each of these killers 
placed strategically at the end of each side."Nobody's Heroes"is an editorial 
on hero worship,Burns demands that fens 40 not place all their hope in others, 
but instead take control themselves."Tin Soldiers",Featuring Jim Reilly's 
machine-gun drum fills and some menacing guitar lines,is an account of 
military corruption in their native Ulster(Northern Ireland). 
Stiff Little Fingers is one of an unfortunately dying breed; an angry punk 
band determined to present powerful messages.Shit,don't listen to me,listen to 
them,buy, borrow or steal Nobody's Heroes,put on the needle and turn it up LOUD. 


ee 


bo ee 


: Lee. 
URBAN VERVES : WARNER PROS. (P.S.K.3418) 


Wake up world - the Verbs are rocking.The sound is hypnotic 
and driving,front to back.Roddy Frantz (brother of T.Heads 
skinsman Chris) writes and sings the lyrics,Robert Goldstein 
handles the music.The mix is devastating.Roddy's voice 
quivers and shakes,telling stories of disinterest and 
contradiction.Being from Washington D.C I'm sure they know 
many such tales.Most of side one rocks in a straight- ™" 
forward manner,the last two cuts being the best."Frenzy" and "Ring Ring (My 
Telephone's Talking) are the Verbs finest efforts to date.These tracks were 
written over a year ago,dynamic live,they transfer to vinyl ‘easily.Robin Rose 
injects synthesizer fills everywhere;they ricochet off Frantz' nervous vocals 

i bounce all over the album.The electronic rainbow that kicks off "The Good 
Life" is one example."Iuca Brasi" also provides sounds it ain't 

likely you've heard yet. 

This debut L.P produced by Mike (Wire) Thorne,is a musical achievement 
in the direction we're all headed.If you're ready,it's available.If 
not,go back to sleep. Russ. 


X/THE CROWD/THE BLASTERS NORTH PaRK LION'S CLUB,APRIL 4. by russ 


The Blasters opened the show with a set of compact Rockabilly tunes. 
They sounded good and played with precision for twenty minutes. Too bad 
they stayed on for half an hour. 


Huntington Beach heavies the Crowd were next. These guys are good fun, 
true masters of the 90 second cardiac arrest. Jimmy sings loud and fast, 
twisting his voice and body around like a gumby on whites. The band's 
high-pitched attack is equally as frantic. As they burned through"Modern 
Machine"and other tunes, I felt reassured: Blondes do have some fun when 
they hang up their Woody's. 


After a year and a half, San Diego's favorite cancellation finally 
took the stage. It was worth the wait. They delivered current and future 
classics with rockin' authority. Passist John Doe and drummer Don Bonebrake 
lay down a solid, driving rhythm for Fxene to sing over, and sing she does! 
Her voice is perfect for singing X lyrics, hauntingly realistic and convinc- 
ing. Guitarist Billy Zoom shines Throughout, especially when he's joined 
by Ton 'O Pun Top Taco Jimmy for an exercise in R&B. Billy displays his 
bagfull of deadly licks as Jimmy burps out most of the words to various 
blues standards, and the people love it! Exit the Top Taco (in pursuit of 
beverage) and X has the homefolks pogoing furiously to "Johnny Hit&Run 
Pauline" in no time. Also tonight we get "Adult Books" and "We're Desperate" 
(the single), and a blistering version of the anthem "Los Angeles" The 
show ends quickly, and the band shuffles off to the serenity of the side 
room (heokatened) and a cold Bud. Afterwards, Exene handed out some X 
songbooks as the band packed it in. 


I'm looking forward to another night like this, as well as the X album 
soon to be released by Slash Records. You should be, too. Save yer pennies. 
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ANKERS OF THE MONTH! 


ECAUSE ; 


THE CARDIAC KIDZ ARE NEWS IN ANY FORM. EVERYTHING THEY 
DO BECOMES A SPECIAL EVENT, AND THE PEOPLE THAT HEAR THEIR 
BLEND OF FRESH ROCK BECOME CAUGHT UP IN A RAW OUTPUT OF 
ENTHUSIASM AND JUST PLAIN ENERGY. 


(x-ert fon SE] = 


flyer 
STOP: 


MJP PUTTING OUT MISLEADING FLYERS THAT MAKE YOU SOUND LIKE GODS. 


we 


s » TELLING PEOPLE YOU'RE "CLEAN LIVING'' "'MOD ROCKERS'SWHEN YOU KNOW 
THAT ALL YOU WANNA DO IS GROOVE AND GET HIGH. 


ai 
ta rt m PLACING MORE EFFORT ON IMPROVING YOUR MUSIC AND LESS ON IMPROVING 15 


YOUR‘ "'IMAGE"'.......... 
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